AN  EXERCISE  IN  DIPLOMACY

But as to the dowry they said it should be paid of the
revenues of the Duchy: but to the assurance they could say
nothing.

Well! it was further demanded by us, what assurance we
should have, in case the Duchy should hereafter come to any
other hands; as to the French King's hands or some other
stranger's : and whether the Emperor could be content to receive
that dowry himself and to lay1 us so much as it should amount
unto, to be levied in his Low Parties, giving bond of some
towns there for the same.

They would neither answer to this point for assurance, ne
yet to the overture for the assignment of payment of the dowry
to be made in the Low Parties, but said plainly they had no com-
mission to speak further of those matters.

Then came we to the point of her inheritance for Denmark
which Covos and Granvelle told you, as appeareth by your
letters in express terms, that the Emperor would cause Duke
Frederick County Palatine to resign wholly unto us for the interest
that he hath in the same by his wife, being the elder sister to
the said Duchess: and asked of them, whether the Emperor
would promise to compass that matter according to their saying,
and also whether he would aid us in the recovery thereof, as the
said Covos and Grandvelle said unto you that he would.

To this they answered with a flat denial that any such words
had been spoken, saying that they doubted not but you took
them amiss. Marry! they came to the point that she should
have her part of her father's patrimony; and that the Emperor
should travail with Duke Frederick to resign his interest in
Denmark and those parties, upon a reasonable recompense at the
Emperor's arbitre: and as for aid, they would express no cer-
tainty : but said the Emperor would aid us, in like sort as we
should aid him again in another like case. We asked what her
part of her father's patrimony is, besides the kingdom, and how
it should be levied: and what recompense they would demand
for Frederick?

To the point of her Father's patrimony, they could neither
answer what it was, ne tell how it might be levied and assured.

1 Pledge.
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